HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
besides his own lamentation, misery, and troubles instead of
approbation and demonstrations of love. Such a petition was
written in detail and submitted to his own Padshah. The latter
invited his nobles, councillors, and ministers, and regretted in
their presence what had happened, pardoned M. Dupleix, and
admitted him to his darbar. Once again the Padshah
ascertained the real facts from the mouth of M. Dupleix who
narrated as follows:
"The whole country of Hindustan with its abundant wealth
and property is without a ruler or a governor, a wazlr or a
sultan. It is a house where booty is deposited, and it will be
ours without any doubt or difficulty provided there is a little
but firm endeavour on our part. On that empty mayclun who
has the power to oppose us? The Mahrattas with their vast
territory and sepoys who run about incessantly like winged
insects and reptiles, may be likened to jackals in a forest devoid
of tiger, and one cannon-ball from our flaming cannon is
sufficient to disperse their entire army. But in the Carnatic,
Nawwab Muhammad All Khan (Ilazrat-i-Ala) is a blood-
shedding sword; he is a storm on every battle-field and maydan
creating a scene of the judgment day; he is a fire that will
quickly catch the heap of the enemy's army. In opposition to
him there is neither a place to stand on the battle-field nor a way
to flee from it. If we are to lose life it must be by opposing
him; if we are to become weak, it will be by fighting against him.
But this would have been so if we had no influence in the
administration of the kingdom of the Deccan. At present the
knot of this task can be untied without any endeavour or trouble
since that kingdom and its ruler are under our control."
On listening to this varnished account of the deceitful
devil the French Padshah broke the thread of his patience and
dignity. His mouth began to water on account of the greed
for the sweets of the kingdom of Hind and thus he poured the
dust of calamity on the health)^ head of his own community.
186

